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Fr. Patrick D. Gaffney, CSC began teaching at the University of Notre 
Dame in the United States in 1980. After high school and novitiate, he 
attended the University of Notre Dame, in Indiana where he majored in 
languages and literature. He continued his theology studies in Holland 
and Germany in the early 1970’s. When he completed this course, he 
spent a year working in a parish, and was then ordained as a priest in 
1974. After that, he was sent to higher studies at the University of 
Chicago where he earned an M.A. and a Ph.D. His field of study was 
anthropology, with a specialization in the modern Middle East. 
During his graduate training, he learned Arabic and then spent two 
years engaged in ethnographic field work in Upper Egypt.  This on-
site research came at a time when tremors of political upheaval were 
beginning to sweep through the region as seen, for example, by the 
Islamic Revolution in Iran, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the Soviet 
incursion into Afghanistan, and the assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat. Fr. Gaffney found that he had, by accident, become a Middle East 
expert at a time when conflicts in this region, often involving militant 
religious movements, were topics of great interest not only among 
university students, but among the wider public as well. 
After the end of the Cold War, in 1989, he revived his youthful experience 
in Europe and began observing more closely the changing tides in that 
region.  For a time he was the director of Notre Dame’s foreign studies 
program for students specializing in German, located in Austria. Later 
he spent a semester teaching as a guest professor at the University of 
Warsaw in Poland. 
Fr. Gaffney’s respect for cultural differences and his desire to promote 
understanding between different religious and national traditions has 
deep roots.  It started long ago by protesting against the  involvement 
of the United States in the Vietnam War and by supporting the modern 
civil rights movement in America under the leadership of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and others.  In those days, he also followed with great 
interest the news as Bangladesh struggled against great odds to win its 
independence from Pakistan.
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